
People of the prehistoric 
Hohokam culture produced 
images of a bird that looks 
remarkably like a quail, with 
its blunt wings and distinctive 
topknot.

Drawing by Clint McKnight

Gambel’s Quail! (Callipepla gambelii)
By Clint McKnight, Cliff Rose Resident

 

Question:  Why did the quail cross the road?  Answer:  Silly 
thing, it forgot it could fly.
!

Every time I come upon the most charming site in the 
SouthwestÑa family of GambelÕs quail running across the 
road - I canÕt help but smile and wonder if these beguiling 
birds even know they have wings!
!

But of course, quail of all species know they can fly. They 
simply prefer to run! Nature has given them strong legs and 
short, rounded wings which allow them to efficiently dart 
across the open desert, and when necessary, explode into 
flight, scaring the living daylights out of anyone walking 
nearby.
!

We forgive them these heart-stopping episodes because they 
are so darned cute. What wildlife experience can match 
seeing a family of quail: fearless mom leading the flock, a 
clutch of tiny, impossibly vulnerable young, ebbing and 
flowing behind her like a nervous tide, and Dad bringing up 
 (Continued on page 3) 

President’s Comments
Diane Cooper, President

Greetings to Cliff Rose residents; we will soon be emerging 
from winter, although it has not been much of a winter.  We 
certainly have not had enough snow or precipitation of any 
kind.  With that in mind, make sure that there are no tall 
grasses or weeds around your house.  Even though we do not 
live in a forested area we still need to create a defensible 
space around our houses.  With the weather getting warmer 
make plans to go out and clean up the yard.  That will 
accomplish three things: it will allow you to get some 
exercise, make your yard look better, and talk to or meet 
your neighbors.  

In January, at the Presidents Circle meeting, we had a 
representative from the Better Business Bureau speak to us 
regarding consumer fraud practices that impact homeowner 
associations and their members.  Here are a couple of items 
that should trigger red flags.

1.  A deal that sounds much better than any other being 
advertised or sounds Òtoo good to be true.Ó  

2.  A promoter who is not based locally, provides no telephone 
number, and uses a P.O. Box or mail drop, rather than a full 
street address.  

3.  Pressure words, such as ÒurgentÓ or Òfinal deadlineÓ or Òwe 
are only in the area for a short time.Ó  

4.  An immediate request or demand for a check, money 
order, or cash payment to be picked up by a courier or mailed 
to a P.O. Box.

If you are in doubt about any business or charity that you 
might do business with check with the Better Business 
Bureau in Prescott.   

At the next meeting of the PresidentÕs Circle, the subject for 
discussion will be how to limit renting in your community.  
Many community associations cite the following reasons for 
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President’s Comments (Continued from page 1)

wanting to limit their membersÕ ability to lease property: 

1)  Owner-occupants tend to take better care of their 
property than renters do;
2) Owner-occupants are more likely to follow community rules 
than renters;
3)  Owner-occupants are more likely to pay their assessments 
on time than are owners who rent their property to others;
4)  Lenders are sometimes hesitant to offer mortgages to 
new buyers buying in a community with a high rental rate.

 

Maintenance Committee
 Report

by Wayne Cramer,  
Chairman 

 

With the recent extension of Rosser Street west of 
Boardwalk, our Cliff Rose subdivision has gained a second 
major traffic entry route (the first being Rosser Street at 
Highway 89).   I thought it would be appropriate for Cliff 
Rose to be properly identified for vehicles coming from the 
west on Rosser, and presented this idea to the Board of 
Directors.  They agreed, and thus the Maintenance 
Committee set in motion plans for a subdivision sign on west 
Rosser.

This project is a joint venture between the Homeowners 
Association and Don Savage, the original Cliff Rose 
developer.  The good news is that we have already broken
ground for the sign, and you will be able to see its progress in 

the coming weeks.  The ÓaddressÓ for the sign is 1302  East 
Rosser - on common area already owned by the Association.  
The design is contemporary using earth-tone colors as 
specified for structures in our own Homeowners Association 
guidelines.  The Association is the general contractor for the 
project.

Concerning the existing sign at Rosser and Highway 89, the 
Board will address updating that area when road construction 
has been completed later this year.

 

Cliff Rose “Know Knows”
by Peggy Johnson

¥ Bor e a good neighbor and park only in your garage, 
driveway or on the street.  If you park on the sidewalk 
your neighbors must walk into the street to get to their 
destination.  Imagine how difficult this must be for your 
neighbor in a wheelchair. 

¥ There was a nice amount of interest (20) in the Cliff 
Rose Chick Flick group.  But attendance was low (snow 
storm, information confusion, previous duties etc.)  Our 
next meeting will be at Linda CramerÕs home in March.  
Bring your favorite movie munchie.  The movie rental 
cost will be divided among the attendees.  We will call you 
or e-mail you the time and date as well as movie data.  I f 
you have a movie you would like to see,  please call Peggy.

¥ DonÕt forget, both Cliff Rose HOA and the city of 
Prescott have a dark sky rule.  This is a Northern 
Arizona policy.  Please refer to City Code Title 3 Chapter 
12.   Cliff Rose HOA has a requirement that allows no 
more than a total of 25 watts per fixture for outside 

lights. 

¥ Picking  up after your canine will keep Cliff Rose 
sidewalks clean to walk on and will reduce storm run-off 
pollution.  

¥ Remember not to make a left turn onto Rosser from 
highway 89 during construction, which is all the time 
right now!  

¥ The Prescott Police Department will be providing free 
VIN etching on the car windows of Prescott residents on 
Saturday, March 14th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The 
etching will take place in the parking lot of Prescott 
High School.   This is part of the ÒWatch your CarÓ 
program.  You may also register your car in the program 
and receive a decal to attach to your car that allows the 
police to stop the vehicle between the hours of 1:00 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m.   
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Musings with Fred
by Fred Kircher, ACC 
Chairman

Where Does All the Water Go?  

DonÕt know where all the rain and snow went last winter?  It 
certainly didnÕt come down on Arizona.  That doesnÕt mean 
we wonÕt see our share of precipitation this monsoon season.  
It wonÕt be like some places, 6 or 8 inches, but half an inch 
an hour, or even an inch per hour is probable.  

So how much is that?  Half an inch is  one twenty-fourth  of 
a foot.  If your lot is 79x100  feet, there will be about 330 
cubic feet of water from such a rainstorm.  ThatÕs enough to 
fill 33 bathtubs.  If we have an inch of rain. Its 66 bathtubs.

Where does it go?  If you have a 3000 sq.  foot house with 
grey cloth under your landscaping, expect 41 cubic feet of 
the water to soak in.  The remaining 289 cubic feet will run 
off your property.  Black plastic means none soaks in - all 
330 cubic feet of rain water runs off into the street - or 
onto your neighborÕs property.  Are there neighbors above 
you?  Where does their water go?

The HomeownerÕs Association has Rules and Regulations 
addressing this problem.  They require you to keep drainage 
easements clear and ditches clean and deep enough to handle 
expected water flow.  Once the runoff reaches the Cliff 
Rose common area drainage ditches, it is the concern of the 
Association.  Part of your dues goes to maintain those 
ditches - and the Pond.  Every year the Association must 
remove soil that washes with the runoff into the Pond.  
Overflow from the Pond proceeds on down, under Highway 89 
and into Granite Creek, then on into the lake.  The City of 
Prescott makes use of the lake water in several ways, 
including pumping a portion back into the aquifer.

Of major concern to many is the water that runs off of the 
properties to the west of us, including the new Adult Center.  
Improvements will increase their runoff. How will it get to 
and through our Cliff Rose area?  HOA discussions have been 
held with contractors and City of Prescott personnel.   More 
are sure to be held.  

 

   Christmas Luncheon Report
by Annie Car r, HOA Director

The Cliff Rose ladies luncheon was held on December 8, 2005 
at the Hassayampa Inn, Marina Room.   Forty-six ladies 
attended. The luncheon was excellent, as was the service  and 
attractiveness of the room.   

Through the generous support of our residents, we had 21 
prizes for the raffle. We raised $565.00 for the benefit of 
Stepping Stones , an organization serving abused women in 
the Tri-city area.

We hope the success of this event will motivate more of our 
residents to attend in 2006.

Gambel Quail  (Continued from page 1)      
 
the rear, his elegant head-plume bouncing as he keeps vigilant 
watch.       

In this way, quail! remind us of ourselvesÑat least, at our 
best.   Adult quail form mated pairs that remain together for 
the rest of their lives.  If the female is lost to predation or 
other mortality, the male will attempt to incubate any eggs 
and nurture the hatchlings.
!

Quail are gregarious, sociable and, in summertime it must be 
said, annoyingly noisy to anyone with the intention of 
sleeping past dawn. Males meet the break of day with a 
frenzy of loud callsÑÒka-KAA, ka-KAAÓÑintended! to rouse 
and gather the group. Like rabbits or mice, quail are essential 
links in natureÕs food chain, particularly alert and nervous 
creatures who respond to the presence of predators (or Cliff 
Rose homeowners) with a low, anxious warning to the others, 
Òwhit-whit, whit-whitÓ.!
!

Here in the highlands of Prescott, we are fortunate to still 
have some of the brushy, high-desert habitat quail love. 
Maintaining a consistent clean water source in a bird bath or 
pond, and a seed-packed Òquail blockÓ, is a good way of 
encouraging GambelÕs quail to visit your home.! And that, 
after all, is what Cliff Rose is all about: good neighbors.
(Page 3)

                   Cliff Rose Calendar

5 /19-5/20  Cliff Rose Garage Sale
7/4  - 12:30- 4:00 p.m. 4th of July Picnic
                                                                                               

Community Yard Sales
The Cliff Rose Community Yard Sales are planned 
for May 19-20 (Friday and Saturday)

Keep your eye on the HOA Distribution boxes and 
Bulletin Boards for further information.

If you would like to participate, contact Annie Carr  
prior to May 10th.  She will coordinate the 
addresses and place the Newspaper ad.                                                                     


