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Block Watch in Cliff Rose
by Linda Cramer

Do you know your neighbors? If you are gone for a few
days, will a neighbor keep an eye on your house? Can you
name the folks on your block?

Feeling "at home" in Cliff Rose is important o our
quality of life. And Block Watch is one way to increase
our “neighborliness”.

Peggy Johnson can attest to that. She heard Steve
Skurja, Prescott Crime Prevention Director, talk about
Block Watch at a Cliff Rose Women's Breakfast meeting,
and she signed up to be the captain of the St. Charles
and Ventnor Circle area where she lives.

Steve provided her with information and she visited
each home on those streets, explaining how the Block
Watch program works. “"Everyone was enthusiastic,”
Peggy says. "They all wanted to get to know their
neighbors."

After Peggy's visits, neighbors held a Block Watch party
to learn more about the program and to get to know
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Hello Friends and Neighbors. We are coming to the
end of summer and that means that we will soon be
having our Annual Meeting and Pot Luck Dinner.
We had hoped to be able to have the meeting at the
new Adult Center, but as we all can see, it is not
quite finished yet. Next year for sure!

Residents will shortly be receiving a packet of
information concerning the upcoming Annual
Meeting and Pot Luck Dinner on Saturday,
September 30th. The packet of information should
include a map fo the Adult Center, a copy of the
2007 budget, updated CRHOA By-Laws,
biographical sketch of candidates for open board
positions, and ballots. As in the past, there are
three ways in which you can process your ballot.
You may mail it in the envelope provided, deposit it
in the Cliff Rose HOA box in the model home on the
corner of Boardwalk and Rosser, or bring it with
you to the Annual Meeting and Pot Luck Dinner.

Cliff Rose is growing - there are currently 354
homes in Cliff Rose. That does not include vacant
lots that are privately owned and lots owned by Don
Savage. With the Annual Meeting just around the
corner, I would like to encourage you to step up and
volunteer to run for a board position - it's not too
late, just call one of the Board members for
information. Help keep our community the kind of
place that initially attracted you to live here.

Best wishes for a great fall season, hope to see you
at the Annual Meeting.
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Block Watch (Continued from page 1)

each other. It was well attended, even after a
surprise rain drove them inside.

Now Peggy e-mails the monthly newsletter she receives
from Steve to her group. In addition, people can call her
to report anything they notice that might be a problem.
In such a case, she reports to Steve and, according to
Peggy, "Boy, does he ever respond to a problem! And he's
effective.”

The primary goal of Block Watch is crime prevention,
based on the idea that neighbors who truly know

each other are more likely to spot a problem or discover
something amiss on their block. But Steve Skurja points
out that "the best thing is that you get to know your
neighbors."

The people involved in Block Watch on Baltic Avenue can
attest to that. Over the several years that they have
been organized, neighbors have expanded Block Watch to
include helping each other with removing snow on
driveways, keeping watch when a neighbor is on vacation
and a variety of other "good neighbor” activities.

Cliff Rose currently has five designated Block Watch
areas including St. James, a portion of Boardwalk,
Pacific Avenue, Baltic Avenue and Venthor-St.
Charles.
need of a captain.

At the moment, the Pacific Avenue group is in
Any volunteers?

Information about Block Watch will be available at the
Cliff Rose annual meeting on Saturday, September 30.

Steve Skurja is always available to answer your questions at
778-1444.

As traffic and the number of people in and near Cliff
Rose increases, getting to know your neighbors is a very
good idea. Block Watch can help all of us do this.

Cliff Rose “"Know Knows”

* To estimate the distance between you and a lightning
flash, use the "Flash to Bang" method: If you observe
lightning, count the number of seconds until you hear
thunder. Divide the number of seconds by five to get the
distance in miles. For example, if you see lightning and it
takes 10 seconds before you hear the thunder, then the
lightning is 2 miles away from you (10 divided by 5=2
miles). For example, if thunder is heard the lightning is:

5 seconds after a flash = 1 mile away.
10 seconds after a flash = 2 miles away.

* Please remember to "bag” your garbage. If it is lying
loose in your trash-can when the city picks it up, your
trash may stay on the street or end up in your neighbors’
yard.

* The Bradshaw Mountain Diagnostic Lab has 2 new
locations that are convenient for Cliff Rose residents.
Aside from the original one on Willow Creek Road, the
other two are at: Frontier Village between Comet
Cleaners and Blockbuster; and at 3155 Crossings Drive of f
Willow Creek Road.

* Night lighting in Cliff Rose is always an issue.
Remember, Prescott has a Dark Skys law regarding
lighting. If you are concerned about safety, tfry motion
sensors instead of leaving your light on all night. Many
of your neighbors moved here to enjoy the wonderful
Arizona night sky. If you have questions about how to
lessen your night lighting, call the Maintenance or ACC
Chair.

- Attention New Homeowners!! If you own a new home
and have not yet occupied it, please notify the the HOA
secretary of your mailing address and phone number so
she can keep our records updated. She and Annie Carr
like to meet all new Cliff Rose homeowners to give them
information about their new neighborhood. You may call
Linda Wolf, Board Secretary or Annie Carr, HOA
Greefter.

+ Don't forget o bag your dog's leavings after taking
it out for a walk. Your neighbors would appreciate
not having to pick up after your dog.
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Maintenance Committee

Report
by Wayne Cramer,
Chairman

It might have been Friday the Thirteenth, but it wasn't.
It was Sunday the Thirteenth. On that Sunday
morning, just over two weeks ago, Cliff Rose experienced
a forrential downpour that delivered an inch-and-a-half
of rain in a half-hour or less. Unusual is what
newcomers call it .. a return to normal is what old-
timers call it.

In any event, Sunday's rain tested the drainage and
landscaping plan of every homeowner in the subdivision.
If you had part of your landscaping wash away, you
might like to evaluate why that happened and what you
can do fo prevent a recurrence. If part of your
landscaping ended up in the street, you should know that
the city frowns on this practice and may seek
reimbursement for cleaning it up.

Your Association learned anew that common areas are
indeed designed to assist in drainage, but that new
construction over the years has increased the amount of
water flowing intfo those common areas. Sunday's rain
caused severe washouts and extensive damage that will
require immediate attention and longer term
adjustments.  We cannot assume that such rains will
never occur again.

And finally, be good to your neighbor. Work with each
other to solve drainage issues that affect your
properties. To quote a well-known felevision personality:
"Remember ... we're all in this together”.

Cliff Rose Calendar

9/30 -Annual Meeting - 6:00 p.m. Potluck/Socialize
7:00 p.m. Business Meeting

12/31 -2007 Homeowner Dues are due.

Musings with Fred
by Fred Kircher, ACC
Chairman

Electrical Boxes

Betcha didn't know that three years ago the state
imposed a new regulation that requires electrical
contractors to install different circuit breakers in your
home's electrical box for bedroom circuits. The new
breaker contains an additional trip-switch for ground
isolation. This circuit breaker costs about $25 more
than the other circuit breakers in the box. Why am T
musing about this?

Well, my wife does her ironing in the spare bedroom.
Most of us know to turn off appliances before pulling the
plug, right? Well no, most people don't know that and
often just pull the plug when through with an appliance.
This can cause an arc at the plug that can, and often
does cause a circuit breaker or ground fault isolator to
trip. You probably also didn't realize that many irons do
not even have an off/on switch. The only way to assure
that the iron is off is to pull the plug. If the iron's
sensor has the current on, pulling the plug can cause the
breaker to trip. Happened to my wife the other day.

So out to the electrical box I went; -- and Wow, T
had never noticed that, during our house construction,
Sparky had installed the new circuit breakers. He hadn't
told me, and I hadn't seen one before I found the one
that was tripped. Turned it off and back on. Whoops, it
wouldn't stay on. I went to the next one and tripped the
ground fault isolator and then couldn't furn that breaker
back on either. OK, that meant a quick trip up to Home
Depot to get some guidance. Here is what I discovered.

You can't just turn the new ones of f and back on the
way you do with the old circuit breakers. According to
the clerk, it won't hold the first time it's turned off and
on. For it to hold, you have to turn the breaker off and
on, then back off and on the second time. Wonder why
they make you do that? But it works fine, once you know
you have to do it.

This episode also made me realize that many of us
have never adequately identified the circuit breakers to
the circuits that each breaker protects. We know that
breakers usually trip when it's dark, in inclement
weather, or when we're in a hurry. It'll be when we wish
that we had previously indexed those breakers. The
weather is good tfoday. Why not go index the breakers in
the electrical box now. I think I will. We'll later be glad
we did.
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