
President’s Report
by Rusty Parker, President

Now that summer is upon us,  we will be enjoying 
outside activities more. This means we need to be more 
aware of the elements-sun, wind, etc. We do have 
insects in this area, so please take necessary preventive 
measures.

Many of us will be going away on vacation; please take 
appropriate steps to prevent property loss.  Watch out 
for your neighbors and have them look out for you. We 
live in a relatively safe area.  We should do everything we 
can to ensure it stays that way.

The Board is taking steps to improve the flow of water 
through our drainage ditches and the pond.  We are 
also improving our common areas. Thanks to the work 
of Ron Downey and his volunteers, we are keeping costs 
to a minimum.
 

Many thanks to all who have volunteered for these 
functions.

LADIES LUNCHEON & RAFFLE
by Carole Strick, Cliff Rose Resident

Hi to all!   The date has been set and the room reserved 
for this year’s December luncheon.  It is December 12th 
at the Hassayampa Marina Room (same as last year).  

I hope the winners of gift certificates used them and 
enjoyed them.   

Watch for more details on the luncheon at a later date.   

“Noxious/Invasive Weed Impact Workshop”
by Charles Vismeg, Cliff Rose Resident

 

Below is a report on a workshop I attended on May 14, 
2007.  It was organized by the West Yavapai Weed 
Management Area (WYWMA), at the University of 
Arizona’s Yavapai County Cooperative Extension Office 
in Prescott, Arizona.  The objective of the morning 
seminar was to raise awareness on how the public can 
contribute to the control of the spread of 
noxious/invasive weeds.
 

A coordinated effort is being conducted by government 
agencies, educational and private organizations to 
maintain the natural ecosystem integrity of the US.

The class took a field trip to Granite Creek Park and 
Lynx Lake biocontrol sites to observe the effectiveness 
of non-herbicide methodology to arrest the spread of 
noxious Dalmatian Toad flax.

The definition of what is “invasive” and/or “noxious” 
is a human judgment call, based on our value 
system. 

Laws regulate some of that vegetation, but it doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they are “obnoxious” (that’s in 
the eye of the beholder) and may even be native to our 
area.  

Some of the plants below were discussed in class in more 
detail (due to limited space I’m providing a partial list):
*Yellow Starthistle        *Hoary  Cress     
  Buffelgrass                    *Dalmatian Toadflax 
*Russian Knapweed          Fountain grass
  Sweet Resinbush           *Spotted  Knapweed        
  Saltcedar                         Cheetgrass       

(Continued on page 2)
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Noxious Plants (Continued from page 1)

 

  Diffuse Knapweed           Musk Thistle
  Sahara Mustard             *Malta 
  Starthistle                       Russian Olive
  Leafy Spurge                   Siberian Elm
*Scotchthistle                   Giant Silvinia   
  Jointed Goatgrass           Tree of Heaven
  Camelthorn                    *Mediterranean Sage

The eight plants marked with asterisks are considered 
priority noxious/invasive species by the West Yavapai 
Weed Management (WYWM).  These plants have one 
or more of the following negative properties:  Causing 
more frequent fires; replacing native plant(s); 
impacting ground water quality; disrupting 
movement of water; altering soil physically or 
chemically; poisoning livestock, pets or people and 
rendering agricultural land useless for farming, thus 
resulting in economic loss and lowering property 
values. 

Biocontrol (biological intervention) is preferred over 
herbicides, although using them is considered a last 
ditch effort to stop major ecological impact when all 
other methods have failed.  Laws are now in place to 
prevent future harmful results of chemical control 
practices such as we have seen in past years.  

Biocontrol measures includes introducing natural 
predators of plants(like insect(s)) that target essential 
parts of the plant to stop it from reproducing.  In the 
course of our field trip we witnessed this process take 
place with the Dalmatian Toadflax. 

Knowledge gained from participation in the Workshop  
helps one to appreciate the difficulty of providing a 
healthy balance between conserving our native species 
vs. the invasive/noxious newcomers.  

 (Continued on page 3)
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Keeping Cliff Rose Clean
Linda Wolf

ItÕs the time of year when everyone is out and about.  
The sunshine and the blue skies are calling us.  ItÕs 
also the time of year that we take a look around our 
yards and see what chores need to be done.  

That is also true of our community, Cliff Rose. It is our 
home. We all  live here and we want to be proud of our 
community.  

One way to show your pride and concern is to take the 
time to clean up after your beloved dog(s).  It truly is 
disconcerting to find that weÕve stepped in something 
that our neighbors should have cleaned up.   It only 
takes a moment to take a plastic bag with you on your 
morning or evening stroll. 

As a reminder, all   Prescott residents are responsible 
for keeping the weeds clear from the sidewalk adjacent 
to their property.

When clearing weeds near your sidewalk, be sure to 
pick them up and dispose of them properly.  Please do 
not leave them on the sidewalk. 

On this note, below is an article on a slightly different 
but related topic by Annie Carr, Cliff Rose homeowner 
and Board member. 

On Friday, May 4th, the first day of our Garage Sale, a 
very violent wind came up in the afternoon.  
Unfortunately, the blue recycling barrels had not yet 
been picked up.  Some of them toppled over, 
scattering paper, cardboard boxes and in one case, 
pyrex glass bowls.

There is a lesson to be learned from this.  First, if you 
can, put heavy items in the bottom of the barrel and 
place loose paper and smaller items in larger plastic or 
paper bags.  Secondly; glass is not permitted in the 
recycling barrel.  A list of permitted items should be on 
the inside lid of the blue barrel.  If one is not there, let 
one of us know and we will print a copy for you.  

A household tip - the only place where glass is 
accepted for recycling is directly outside the transfer 
station at Sun Dog Ranch Road. There is no charge for 
this, and its an easy drive for us in Cliff Rose.
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The Workshop addressed the issue from a regional point 
of view.  The individual home owner can easily utilize 
these methods, even in a scale as small as one’s own 
backyard. It is helpful to first identify what we want to 
do as Cliff Rose home owners, and then, what we are 
capable of actually doing.  

In addition to the information given here, below is a list  
of some non-desirable plants that can also be found in 
our neighborhood: 

• Silverleaf Nightshade (Whiteweed, Trompillo or 
White Horse nettle) poisonous a native to Arizona 
but obnoxious.

• Tumbleweed  (Russian Thistle), introduced, 
obnoxious.

• Prickly Poppy a close relative of the Annual 
Prickly Poppy, white flowering poisonous, 
obnoxious. 

• Bull Thistle 
• Camphor weed, nuisance plant. 
• Sacred Datura (Sacred Thorn-apple or Angel 

Trumpet),  poisonous with very attractive white 
trumpet shaped flowers, nuisance plant. 

• Quack grass occurs in isolated populations in the 
Prescott area.
 

In closing, let me provide an open invitation offered by 
the WYWM for anyone interested in the issue of weed 
control/management to join in their monthly meetings, 
free of charge, held every 2nd Monday of the month at 
9:00 a.m.  No prior registration required to attend.  
Address: 840 Rodeo Dr. #C, Prescott, AZ.
 

Instructors leading the Seminars were:
Impacts of Noxious and Invasive Weeds - Jeff 
Schalau Associate Agent, Agricultural and Natural 
Resources, of AZ Cooperative Extension, Yavapai Co. 
Impacts of Noxious/Invasive Species in 
Arizona - Dr. Ed Northam, Program Manager, Invasive 
Plants, U. of AZ Cooperative Extension, Maricopa Co. 
Known Invasive/Noxious Weed Populations in 
Yavapai County - Jeff Schalau (see credentials above)
Biocontrol Strategies Used to Manage 
Noxious/Invasive Weeds in Arizona - Dewey 
Murray, Domestic Program Coordinator-Arizona, USDA 
APHIS.

Charles Vismeg - cvismeg@yahoo.com

                                

 Added Security  for RV Lot
Henry Ebbets, RV Lot Administrator

As an added measure to help prevent any further break-
ins at the RV lot, a chain has been installed across the 
driveway entering the lot.  This will be secured with a 
padlock using the same combination as is now used at 
the gate.  We trust the inconvenience of this step will be 
worthwhile because it will stop unauthorized vehicle 
access from Rycosa.  I would like to thank all lot tenants 
for their cooperation.   The chain has not yet been 
installed but will be in by June 1st.

The Maintenance Committee would like to thank Terry 
Savage for having the holes dug for this new securtity 
chain.

Calling All Book Lovers
Have you recently read a particularly interesting book you would 
like to share with neighbors ?

Come and join the Book Club. We meet at 9:30 AM, on the 3rd 
Monday of the odd numbered months ( Jan., March, etc.), at 
Wildflower Bakery, at the Gateway Mall.

The next meeting will be July 16th.    For more information, call Annie 
Carr. 

             Garage Sale Report
The Cliff Rose annual Garage sale took place on the 4th 
and 5th of May.  It started out as our most successful 
sale in recent years with about 40 families 
participating.  Early on Friday, cars began circulating in 
Cliff Rose, maps of participating addresses in hand.  
Unfortunately, by afternoon a violent wind came up 
forcing many to close shop.

Saturday morning was calmer but soon clouds rolled in 
and brought rain and sleet and a very cold wind.  This 
too forced an early closing. 

Perhaps due to our unpredictable Spring weather, we 
should consider a later date for next year’s affair. 
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                   Cliff Rose Calendar
      
7/04/07 - Cliff Rose 4th of July Picnic
9/29/07 - Annual Meeting                                                                                

Annual CRHOA 4th of July Potluck
 The annual CRHOA Potluck will be held on July 4th,
 from 12:30 - 4:00 p.m. at Granite Creek Park.  Our 
 meal will be served at 1:00 p.m.  Please bring a 
 main dish, salad or dessert for 6 and your own 
 service.   For further information, watch for the flyer 
 in the literature box.


